m                            1USTOKY   OF   GBEAT   BRITAIN'

^ Pdrlkunvnt had mure Efficient Army and Commanders. As
c-mipJred w'iih tnc Parliament the army and the generals of Charles
\\crc Ies> et:iciem .inJ devoted. Most of them were not true to the
tuiloc of their ir^ier and possessed a mercenary spirit. Persons like
the Earl of E^ex, Cromwell. Monchcster and Fairfox and others who
led the Parliamentary forces were men of mature experience, possess-
ed evident military training and were honestly devoted to their cause.
More than three hundred members of the House of Commons (with
11 toial Mrengih of 475) joined the ranks of the Parliamentary forces
with exceptional zeal for the popular cause.

3.  Parliament had Enough oj  Material   Resources   and   Funds.
The King was constantly in want of money whereas the Parliament
had good sources of income and never suffered in efficiency for fin-
ancial reasons.   The King had no power to impose any tax and even
if he had imposed one, the people would not pay it for they had no
sympathy with the cause of the King.   The people willingly assisted
the Parliament with money and other materials for it was lighting
for the defence of popular rights and liberties.   The industrial and
trading classes had placed all their resources at the disposal of the
Parliament.   All rich men of the  country  supported   the  cause  of
Parliament.

4.  The Parliament had Control of the Sea.   The Parliament had
many ships  under its control and had hold over several important
ports and trading centres.   All this   stabilized   the  position   of  the
Parliament and it served as a great moral and material factor that
lent great strength to the cause of the people.   Control o! the Navy
by the Parliament made any foreign aid to the Royalist cause imprac-
ticable.   France and Holland wanted to help Charles but they found
themselves helpless to do so for the navy was under the control of
the Parliament and not of the King.

5.  Parliamentary Party joined by the Scots.   The Parliament en-
tered into a treaty with the Scots known as the Solemn League and
covenant.   According to this treaty the Scots promised to help the
Parliament in its fight with the King, if the Parliament undertook to
establish Presbyterianism as the State religion in England.   It was a
very clever move on the part of Cromwell.   Cromwell with the help
of the Scottish army defeated the King's forces at Marston Moor
and then at the Second Battle of Newbury.   As a result, the King's
forces suffered heavy losses and the royalist cause was entirely ruin-
ed in the North.   On the other hand the King depended on the Irish
help which did not prove of much significance.   The role played by
the Scottish army in favour of the King bore important fruit and
proved very helpful.

6.  Parliamentary Reform in the Army.   In the beginning of the
Civil War the Royalists had the advantage over the forces of the
Parliament. Cromwell who knew the defects strengthened the army and
infused a fresh spirit and efficiency in it by introducing the necessary
reforms.   He organised the   Eastern Counties    into an   association
which organised on behalf of the Parliament a new army called the
Ironsides.   (Ironsides means strong and hardy persons whose sides